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SESAY ET AL

17 MAY 2007 ( AMENDED) OPEN SESSI ON

[ RUFL7MAYO7A- SM
Thur sday, 17 May 2007
[ The accused present]
[ The witness entered Court]
[ Open sessi on]
[ Upon commencing at 9.27 a.m]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The trial is resuned. W are advised
that the technology is now in order and functioning properly.

But there is one thing | need to nmention. The stenographers

the interpreters are again requesting or appealing to M Sesay

try as nmuch as possible to speak slowy and audi bly so that

testimony can be recorded faithfully and accurately. They are
concerned about the quality of the translation and al so the

quality of the recording. | amsure we will all do the best

can.

Learned counsel, continue with the presentati on of your

case.
W TNESS: | SSA HASSAN SESAY [ Conti nued]
MR JORDASH. Thank you, Your Honour.
Q Good norning, M Sesay.
A Yes, good norning, M Jordash.
Q Are you feeling ready to continue?
A Yes.
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Q Let me ask you about sone allegations concerning alleged

offences. It was alleged by a witness that civilians were

to carry logistical materials, including rice and anmmunition
across the Mba River to the front lines in Kono from Kail ahun
during 1998. Are you aware of that?

JUDGE | TCE: First of all, M Jordash, who was this
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wi tness? And secondly, | thought -- well, as far as rice and

condi nents and so on are concerned we have not heard his

But as far as ammunitions are concerned we heard his reply
yesterday and it was very detail ed.

MR JORDASH: | agree.

JUDGE | TCE: Yes.

MR JORDASH. | sinply put that in there because the sane
wi t ness made the sane all egation.

JUDGE ITCE: That's fine. My we have the pseudonym of
this witness, please.

VR JORDASH:

Q 371. CQbviously, in your answer, do not reveal the



13 of 371. If you need to, then we can go into cl osed session

| ater

14 on.
09:51: 47 15 A Well, | did not know about this, that they were forcing

16 civilians from Kailahun to carry rice and condi ments across

t he
17 Mba, no. Because even when -- when | was going it was the RUF
18 unarmed men that carried the condi nents and food.
19 Q Are you aware of the frequency in which rice and

condi nent s

09:52:19 20 were taken from Kai |l ahun to Kono during 19987

21 A VWell, | was in Pendenbu and those who had been, the
suppl y

22 was from Buedu to Kail ahun Town then to the Mba River. But |
did

23 not know that it was civilians that had been carrying the
f ood.

24 It was our fighters who were unarmed men that had been

09:52:43 25 transporting food to Kono.
26 Q But before -- how nmany weeks was it before you went to

27 Pendenbu?

28 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, would | earned counse
put
29 the question again? The interpreter did not get it.
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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MR JORDASH:
Q How many weeks was it before you went to Pendenbu?
Well, we arrived | ate February or early March when we

arrived at Buedu ' 98.

sent ne and when | came

camre | went to Pendenbu.

Q So how nmany weeks
were sent to Liberia?
A Vell, | would say

Q Right. So during

goi ng to Kono?

A Vel |, during that

not been supplying rice.

Q VWl 1, had he been

Then March, | was in Buedu; Apri

I went to Pendenbu -- Mnrovia, when |

in total were you in Buedu before you

about five to six weeks.

that tinme were you aware of any

time, no. Bockarie did not supply --

suppl yi ng anyt hi ng?

A Wel |, supply had not been going to Kono during that

Q Do you know why not ?

A Well, | did not see that he sent rice or condinments in
Mar ch.

Q Ckay.

JUDGE | TCE: But you asked hi m whet her he knows why.

MR JORDASH. He had been --

JUDGE I TOE: M Jordash, am 1 right?

MR JORDASH:  Yes.

JUDGE I TCE:  You did, didn't you?

MR JORDASH:  Yes.

Yes, | did.

Q Did you know why -- why was it supplies were not going
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that stage?

A Well, | said during that tinme Bockarie -- Bockarie had

started supplying rice and condi nents to Kono because during
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five to six weeks he took ammunition to Superman in Kono. But

was done by unarned nmen; but it was not a lot of amrunition

Q Well, were there any requests from Kono to provide

other than anmunition during that tinme?

A Well, yes. It was Supernan, yes, he would nmake a

and when he nade request Bockarie hinmself would tell himto

the nen to the Mba River while he would send the ot her

to take the ammunition to the Mba River

Q I think there might have been a translation difficulty

you are not addressing your nmind to the question. Wat | am
asking for is: whether there was a request for supplies other
t han ammuni tion?

A Well, that was later. But during this tine it was only
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ammuni ti on supply that Superman asked for.

Q Al right. ay. Thank you. And how did you know

A Vll, | was in Buedu during that tine.
Vel |, how did you know it, though?

Wel |, when Supernman sent the request, Bockarie talked

it, and Bockarie told his bodyguard comranders, Sabado to take

vehicle --
THE | NTERPRETER  Your Honours, would the witness go --
repeat the |last segnent of his testinony.

Q Sorry, M Sesay. | think we are going to have to sl ow

even nore. Repeat your answer, and | think do it slowy.

A | said, Bockarie, when he took the anmunition fromhis
store -- to his veranda -- it was not a secret. | had to know
because you asked nme -- how | managed to know.

Q Thank you. On this subject, it's alleged by the

Prosecution that followng the retreat, the intervention,
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were tens, hundreds, thousands nmaybe, the allegations are
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uncl ear, of people who were abducted and brought eventually to
Kai | ahun. Are you aware of these people being resident within
Kai | ahun?

A Vel l, what | knew, they were famly nenbers of the

retreating troops. They were the ones that went with them

Freetown here to Masi aka, Makeni to Kono.

Q Are you aware of a | arge nunber of strangers living in
Kai |l ahun in 1998 fromother parts of Sierra Leone?

A Yes. | knew that people came from Kenema, thousands of

them and a few of themstayed in Kailahun. Qhers crossed

went to Liberia. And some who cane with their fanmly nenbers

from Kono, they stayed in Kailahun. But it was not a large

of civilians which could referred to as thousands. No.

Q Are you able to estimate -- | know that it may be too

question, but are you able estimate how many strangers of this
kind were there as part of the popul ation?

A Well, | cannot show a figure because | was not a Gb
conmmander who would be able to register all those that went to

Kai | ahun, you see, but the civilian popul ation, even when the

had been attacking, a |lot of themwent to Liberia.

Q Wel |, what do you nean they went to Liberia? Wen did

go to Liberia?

A Wl |, especially in March, a lot of civilians went to
Li beri a because thousands of people who retreated from Kenema
Segbwerma, Daru, they all crossed by Bomaru to -- to Liberia.

Q So they were allowed to | eave RUF territory?



28 A Yes. Yes. Because the crowd was too nmuch. It was

29 difficult for the RUF to stop them and the popul ati on was too
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1 heavy for themto live within Kailahun
2 Q Do you know where these strangers who remmined in
Kai | ahun
3 l'ived?
4 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, woul d | earned attorney

10: 00: 53 5 repeat the question

6 MR JORDASH:

7 Q Do you know where these, | suppose, displaced people in
8 Kai | ahun |ived?

9 A Well, we did not have a displaced canp. Kailahun did

not

10: 01: 10 10 have a di spl aced canmp but they were living -- civilians had
been

11 living in the villages |ike Bal ahun, Dodo Kortuma, around
Buedu,

12 and sone villages around Kail ahun Town. Because the main
t owns,

13 especially like Kailahun, the civilians, avoided that area
from

14 March because the jet had had to -- the jet had had to drop
heavy
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cluster bonbs there.
Q And were these people living freely in these places?

A Well, the only thing which was -- which was the system

the pass system whereby the pas was |like a sort of identity

identify yourself -- which village or which town you were

But, minus that, civilians had been living --

Q And so they were socially mxing with Kailahun

is that right?

A Yes, it's a fact. They all had been mngling together
because all of them had been staying in the sane vill ages.
Q So woul d the Kail ahun residents be able to speak about

these di spl aced people, in your view?

A Yes, they would be able to tal k about that.
Q Thank you.
MR JORDASH. | think to be as cautious as one can be,
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have to apply to go into a cl osed session.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: For how | ong? About - -

MR JORDASH: About at least the rest of the norning.
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Very well then. Then we will ask the
menbers of the public to retire until the afternoon session
Thank you. Madam Courtroom Officer, could you have the
technol ogy switched on for closed session hearing. Thank you
M Jordash, we will now hear your application

MR JORDASH: The application is to go into a cl osed

so that | can ask M Sesay about allegations made by TF1- 366

TF1-371. | will also seek to make reference to TF1-078, TF1-

al t hough that m ght be possible to do in open session
PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.

MR JORDASH: But because it's |linked to the w der

of allegations nmade by 366 and 371. It would be quite tricky

compartmentalise it and then | will nmove into, or I wll seek

nmove into asking M Sesay about the training base at Bununbu,

the all egations nade by 362, 363, 093, and 141. And

that M Sesay's answers will necessarily have to deal with the
respective roles of those wi tnesses, and those roles would
identify a particular person. That's ny application

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you. Counsel for the second
accused, any objection to that?

MR NI COL- WLSON: No objection, Your Honour

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Counsel for the third?

MR CAMMEGH. | support the application, Your Honour

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thanks. And Prosecution counsel ?

MR HARRI SON:  There is no objection. | was just
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  363.
MR HARRI SON: | amjust not sure if that is one of the
W t nesses.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, could you --
MR JORDASH. Sorry.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: -- rectify that.
MR JORDASH:. 263.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: 263, yes. Thank you
This is the ruling of the Chanber, on the cl osed session

application of the Defence, having heard the application and

reasons advanced in support thereof the Chanber grants the

application. A detailed ruling will be given on the

of open session. W will now proceed, M Jordash
[At this point in the proceedings, a portion of the
transcript, pages 10 to 58, was extracted and seal ed under

separate cover, as the proceeding was heard in a cl osed
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[ Open session]
MR JORDASH. Can | just nake --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W have not been advi sed yet.

M5 KAMJZORA:  Your Honours, the Court is in open

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W are in open session, M Jordash

Let's proceed.

MR JORDASH: Can | just raise one translation issue?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Pl ease do.
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MR JORDASH. | want to clarify the answer to the issue

SLAs that cane with Fonti Kanu. M Ashraph heard M Sesay

These are the ones Sam Bockarie told ne to send to the base.

was translated as: These are the ones that Bockarie told nme

go with to the base, which is quite different.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Interpreter?
MR JORDASH. Foday Kallon, sorry. Not Fonti Kanu
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. M Interpreter, would you --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, would the | earned

put the question to the w tness again.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: They are asking that you put the

to the w tness again.
MR JORDASH:

Q VWhat was your instruction M Sesay concerning the SLAs

came --
MR KAMJZORA:  Your Honours, we are in open session; is
okay?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. Was this an answer given in
sessi on?

MR JCORDASH: But it's -- | think it's --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | nnocuous? Harnl ess situation

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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MR JORDASH: Well, | hope so.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Al right. Well, let's proceed then

t hat assurance.
MR JORDASH:

Q What was the instruction given concerning the 12 SLAs?

instruction to you.
A When Foday Kallon cane with the SLAs, 12 of themto
Pendenbu. | infornmed Sam Bockari e and Sam Bockari e sent

instructions that | should send themto the training base so

MPs woul d escort themto take themto the training base, in
Bununbu; that was ny answer.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Right. Does that accord with your

MR JORDASH: W th Ms Ashraph's heari ng.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Very well, thanks. Well, let's
NOW.

MR JORDASH:
Q Sam Bockarie cane back fromhis journey; did he bring

anything with hin®
A Yes. He cane with -- he cane with ammuniti on and sone

itens, w th nedicines.
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Q Well, let's try to be as accurate as possible. Wuat did

come back with? How nuch ammunition did he cone back with?

A Well, the ones that | saw were 45 boxes of AK rounds.
Q Yes.

A Twenty, 20 boxes of HMG rounds, 20 boxes of G3 rounds
one --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, would the wi tness go

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Let's have that part of your answer

again, M Sesay.
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THE WTNESS: | said with -- My Lords, | said 45 boxes

AK rounds, 20 boxes of HMG rounds, 20 boxes of G3 rounds and

box of RPG rockets that contains six rockets. That was the

ammuni tion, with nedicines and condiments with cigarettes.

are the things that he brought with the rice
Q What happened after he returned?
A Wl |, when he cane, | explained yesterday that when he

came, when he arrived, he killed Foday Kallon. Then, the next
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day, he called me, Mke Lanin, Pa Rogers, Prince Taylor and

Bockarie, then we drove -- he drove. He drove the jeep, his

jeep. Then he drove to a place where the civilians would sit
down during the time of the jet. They called the place
Waterworks. It was just a mle fromBuedu, on the road to

Liberia. On the road to Dawa. So when we arrived there he

us because it was he and Pa Rogers who went on the trip and Pa
Rogers hinmsel f was anmongst us. Then he told us that the trip
that | told you about, that | was going to Burkina Faso, these

are the itens that | had got including noney, which was

He said he was |l ed by Jen Jere and they nmet the head of state

Bur ki na Faso, President Blaise. He was the one that gave them

t hese provisions on behal f of Foday Sankoh

Q D d anything else get said at the neeting?
A Yes. M Lawyer, let nme just explain. So when he has
us this he said, well, this ammunition, he would dispatch ne

go attack Kono. So he was thinking about how nany boxes of

amunition he would give me. He said after that he would

with Mke Lamin. He said when | left to go to Kono he would

arrange with M ke Lam n and the ot her commanders, how they

attack Segbwerma and other areas. So he said the next 48 hours
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shoul d | eave Buedu to go to Kono. So | said okay. So that

t he di scussion that we had. W drove and cane back to Buedu

Q And what did you do after you arrived in Buedu?
A Well, when | arrived in Buedu, | told ny boys, | said:
Well, the general said that we were to go to Kono. | said:

in the next 48 hours we, those that were going, ny boys,

get ready to go. Then | showed the others --
Q Who are your boys?
A My bodyguards.

Q And you were saying you showed the others -- what were

about to say?

A Well, 1 told ny bodyguards that the next 48 hours we

| eave Buedu to go to Kono on the instructions of Sam Bockarie

then | said | told Isiaka he should stay with ny wife while

others went with ne. So they -- when the day cane for ne to

| eave Buedu Bockarie gave ne 15 boxes of AK rounds, ten boxes

HMG rounds, five boxes of G3 rounds, and the RPG rocket, he

opened it. He gave ne four rockets. He said the two should
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with him and he drafted a plan on a paper how the attack

take place in Kono, how the group should be divided and how to

attack Koidu Town. Then he said Kallon and | should go. At

time Kallon was in Pendenbu, Mrris Kallon. So he called

from Pendenbu. Kal l on canme to Buedu. So he instructed Kall on

saying that he should join Issa for this attack on Kono.

Q Let nme just ask you when did Kallon --

A Yes.

Q -- conme to Pendenbu?

A Kall on went to Pendenbu in | ate August 1998, from Buedu,

after he had gone, undergone punishnent. |t was then that
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Bockari e deployed himto join nme in Pendenbu. So it was in

August '98 that Kallon went to Pendenbu.

MR JORDASH. Can M Sesay repeat his last two sentences
because we think sonething has been nissed out in the
transl ati on.

Q Coul d you repeat what you just said, M Sesay, please?
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A | said -- | said Kallon went to Pendenbu on Sam

instructions from Buedu, in |ate August 1998.
Q And you al so said sonething about punishnent?

A Yes, he was under punishrment in Buedu. He was | ocked

He was there for about two, Bockarie |ocked himup. He was

for two weeks. Then when he released him he instructed him

join nme in Pendenbu.

Q D d you have anything to do with Kallon coning to Buedu

be under puni shnent ?

A No. During the tine when Bockarie ordered that he

report to Buedu fromKono | did not know. It was when he

in Buedu, that was the tine that | knew. | did not have

to do with that.
Q Did you have any authority to recall anyone from Kono?
A Absolutely no. | did not have any authority to instruct
anybody or to report to Pendenbu or to me. And even if you
listen to the Prosecutor’'s w tnesses, even M ke, when Bockarie
instructed Kallon --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, the interpreter wants
M Sesay to --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Let us go back to the origina

Let's see if you can repeat all what you just said before they

| ost you
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1 MR JORDASH. Could | -- | think it might have been the

2 poi nt when you nentioned CO Rocky. That's where he lost --

3 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That is okay. Yes, all right, yes.

4 MR JORDASH: | think you lost fromthat point.

5 THE W TNESS: Yeah, okay. Well, | wll start it again
o)

6 that the interpreter can understand. | said -- | said | did
not
. 7 have any instructions to w thdraw sonebody from Kono and if,
[

8 -- | mean the Prosecutor cane with insiders, even [ REDACTED|
who

9 said that it was Bockarie who instructed Rocky CO from Kono,
ol

10 that he could report to Buedu. It was Bockarie who instructed

11 Kallon to report to Buedu from Kono.
. 12 MR JORDASH. Can | just stop you there. There is no one
in

13 the public gallery, so no danage has been done, but the nane -

14 JUDGE BOQUTET: Yes, but it's on the broadcast system

15 PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.

16 JUDGE BOUTET: And the gallery is one part of it.

17 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, we are taking risks.

18 MR JORDASH. Weéll, | amnot sure we are taking risk. |



19 think just it was an accident or if that can be redacted from

t he

20 transcript. | don't think there was any intention or it was a

21 pure acci dent.

22 Q W are in open session; remenber that, M Sesay?

23 A Ckay, | forgot.

24 Q No, | understand. It's understandable, | hope.

25 M5 KAMUZORA:  Your Honour, may we be guided on what
exactly

26 has to be redacted fromthe transcript?

27 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Which part, M Jordash?

28 MR JORDASH: The name of the w tness.

29 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The nane just --
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1 MR JORDASH:. The | earned officer has got the part, |
t hi nk.

2 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Al right. Ckay.

3 MR JORDASH. Ckay. So we were in open session.

4 THE W TNESS: Ckay.

5 MR JORDASH:

6 Q Okay, | think we've dealt with that. So let's go back
to

7 the preparations to Koidu.
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A But | just wanted to conplete this '98 that | did not

any authority to recall anybody from Kono, and if you saw t he
ones that were called from Kono by Bockarie, they did not pass

t hrough Pendenbu. So if it was |like a chain of comrand,

woul d send instructions to ne, then | would order these nen

Kono to Pendenmbu. From Pendenbu | would send themto Buedu.

that was not how it operated. The thing worked, Buedu was the
central [as interpreted].
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Right. Take it fromthere.

THE WTNESS: Yes, My Lord. M Lord, everything was

directed by Bockarie in Buedu. He would order people straight

from Kono to Buedu w thout my knowl edge. | would only hear

it through people.
MR JORDASH:

Q kay. Right. So, preparations for Koidu, | think you

Kal | on cane from Pendenbu?
A Yes.
Q What happened t hen?

A So when he came, Bockarie ordered hi msaying that he

join Issa to go and attack Kono and, in fact, fromtoday you

col onel; you are -- you are BFI. BFl; battlefront inspector

Q Who was BFI ?
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A Kallon. That was before we left. Like we were |eaving

this afternoon for Kono, the norning of that afternoon. That

the tinme that Kallon reached at Buedu. That was the tine that
Bockarie promoted himto colonel. He said he was BFI. Then

Bockarie said: | will give you a little noney. He gave ne

So out of the $20,000 that he had had, he gave ne $300; he

Kall on $200. Then, as we were talking, in three ninutes

he told Kallon again. He said, "Borrow ne the $100. | will

it to you." So, at the end of the day he did not give it

So Kal l on had $100 and he left it with his famly and | al so

it with my own famly. So we |oaded the ammunition into the
pi ck-up. Then all of us drove with Mke Lanmin from Buedu to
Luawa Boanma.

Q How many fighters did you go with?

A Well, Mke Lami n gave sone of his bodyguards and nmy own
bodyguards. Bockarie hinself also gave about three to four of

hi s bodyguards. Then all of us left Buedu. But we did not
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for reinforcenent fromthe front lines. Only these

And | and Kallon, we were the ones that |eft Buedu and went to

Luawa Boamm but, before that, Bockarie had sent instructions

Ranbo in Kono, so that he could dispatch unarnmed nmen who woul d
receive us at the Mpa R ver.

Q D d you answer the question how many nmen you went w th?
A Well, | just called the conmanders, and the nmen they

provided. But | would not be able to recall whether it was 20

30 nen. | would not be able to recall the exact nunber but we

were not up to, we were not up to 30, who, we that |eft Buedu

go on the attack on Kono.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Well, let us recess for lunch and
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at 2.30 p.m
[ Luncheon recess taken at 1.00 p.m]
[ RUFL7MAYO7C - M
[ Upon resum ng at 2.37 p.m]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, let us continue with the

trial.
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MR JORDASH. Thank you, Your Honour.
Q CGood afternoon, M Sesay?
Yes. Good afternoon, M Jordash

Q Now, | want to try to take this step by step, if

m nute by nminute.
JUDGE I TOE: O second by second.
MR JORDASH:  Absol utely.

Q And take us through your attack on Koidu. So that's

I want us to go. So, the first thing, what was the plan or

were the instructions given to you by Bockarie?

A Wel |, Bockarie gave nme instructions to attack the ECOMOG
and the CDF in Koi du Town.

Q VWhat was the objective of the proposed attack?

A Well, at that time, we were at war with the ECOMOG and

governnent of Sierra Leone. They had a civil defence forces.
Q Was there a di scussion about what woul d happen after the
attack on Koi du Town?

A No. W hadn't any di scussion about what shoul d happen
after the attack on Koi du.

Q Did M Bockarie lay out how this attack shoul d take

A Yes. M Bockarie knew Koi du Town very well and he

me the areas, which we wrote on paper, as to how to divide the

group for those areas and the anbush.
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Q D d he propose how many people should take part in this
attack?

A Well, he only said all the men in Kono shoul d take part

the attack. They should carry out the attack.
Q Was it clear to himor you, at that time, what kind of
nunmbers of nen were in Kono, belonging to the RUF?

A Wl |, Kono? There were arned nen there. He hinself

that he had conmanders in Kono. He had troops in Kono, RUF
troops in Kono.
Q D d he have an i dea how many?
A Yes. Because he was the one who appointed the brigade
comrander who was there, who was Ranbo.
Q And who was the brigade comuander.
A The nane of the brigade comander --
THE | NTERPRETER: The interpreter is sorry he would |ike

the witness to cone back because the name was nissing on the

MR JORDASH:
Q Coul d you repeat what you just said, M Sesay?
A Yes. | said the brigade commander in Kono was Ranbo and
hi s advi ser was Peter Vandi. Because from August to Novenber

1998, it was |saac Mongor who was appointed by Msquito as
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commander. So, in Novenber, Msquito said |Isaac should go to

Pendenbu whil e Ranbo shoul d take over as brigade comuander.

Peter Vandi was appoi nted by Bockarie as Ranbo' s advi ser.

Q So, what kind of nunbers did you understand were going

be taking part in the attack?

A Well, during this tinme when Bockarie sent me from Buedu

did not know the total nunber of armed nen that were in Kono

i n Kono, Bockarie had made Kono, from August rather, from
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as a brigade.
Q And what did that nmean in terns of nunbers?

A Wl |, that, you would know that the nunmber, there were

there, there were troops there, because we were calling 400

we had regarded 400 nen as battalion. So where you had up to

four battalions which made up a brigade, then there were

there. But all of themwere not arned. There were a | ot of
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that were unarned nen.
Q And in brief, what was Bockarie's plan, as to howto
execute the attack?

A Wel |, Bockarie told ne that | should divide the group

group should come fromthe road, com ng fromthe Guinea

through Kuyor, to Hill Station. Then the other group should

fromthe DO Barracks, fromthe Tonbodu direction in order to

attack the DO Barracks. The other group should cone from--

ot her group should conme fromthe Kinberlite way, the road from
Gandor hun, in order to attack Koidu Town. And the other group
shoul d cone straight and attack the Five-Five spot.

Q And who were to | ead the various groups, as you

it? Did Bockarie give instructions about that?

A Vel |, Bockarie just said the conmander, the conmanders

in Kono. So when | arrive, | was to appoint the commanders

were to | ead the various groups.

Q When you set off, then, towards Koidu --
A Yeah.
Q Sorry, |'m hearing whispering which is putting me off.

the anmunition go with you?

A Yes. As | said before lunch, | said we drove in a pick-

and M ke Lamin's jeep and ny own vehicle to Luawa Boama from
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1 Buedu and manpower came from Kono, the fighters; the unarnmed
men
2 cane to receive us at the Mba River.
3 Q VWho cane to receive you fromthe Ma River?
4 A They came from Kono, fromthe Superman Ground. Ranbo
sent

14:47:49 5 them Mosquito had sent a nmessage from Buedu before the day
we

6 | eft for Ranbo to di spatch unarned with armed nen escort.
7 Q Listen to the question: Wo, which armed nen, did you
know
8 t hent®
9 A Yes. They were the fighters from Kono, the arned nen
and
14:48: 13 10 the unarnmed nen, in order for themto carry the | oad.
11 Q Was the | oad carried?
12 A Yes. They carried the | oads and we went to Kono, at
13 Super man' s ground.
14 Q Just very briefly, howlong -- where did you go to?
14: 48: 46 15 A Vell, we went straight to Superman G ound, although we
16 spent two days on the way before we reached the Supernan
G ound.
17 Q D d anyt hi ng happen on the way, of interest to the
Court?
18 A well, we wal ked and went there. Nothing happened on the

19 way.
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Q Was there a nane for the operation?

A No. The operation hadn't any name. It was just an

on Koi du Town.

Q There has been, | think, maybe two or three w tnesses

claimed it was called Operation No Living Thing?

A No. No. That was not it; | told you that. Operation

Living Thing, it was only one tine that | heard it over the

Now, where did you go to in Koidu -- in Kono?
Vell, | said we went to Supernan G ound.

Q What tinme of the day did you arrive?
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A Well, we arrived there because we slept at Whama. W

arrived there about 11.00 to 12 ni dday.

Q What did you do when you first arrived?

A Well, when | arrived there, Peter Vandi lodged ne in his
own place and --

Q Just a -- sorry. Describe the scene when you arrive;

is the scene which you see?
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A Well, when | arrived, all the fighters that were on the

ground at the canp, everybody was happy. They came -- a |lot

them cane and greeted nme and the other bodyguards, Kallon
and our bodyguards.

Q Were there civilians in the canp? Did you observe that
when you arrived?

A Wll, that very day, no. | think it was during the

or third day when civilians cane there and greeted ne.

Q So you neet Kallon and you neet Vandi and what is it

is discussed?

A Well, | and Kallon went together. | did not neet Kallon
t here.

Q Sorry, you neet Vandi and what did you di scuss?

A I nmet Vandi, | met Buston Flonb who was Ranbo, and the

other junior commanders. But that evening they just greeted

and | asked them about the ground and | told themthat | had

rest for a day. And, after that, let Ranbo call all his
battalion commanders with their adjutants, so that they could

come for a neeting at the Superman Ground. | forgot; |

for the battalion adjutant, the battali on commander, and one

officer. So | told Ranbo that he should send this nessage to

four battalions that he had in Kono so that they could comne

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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the nmeeting on the third day, when | arrived at Supernan

Q Wel |, besides nilitary persons, did you neet anyone el se
t here?
A VWll, it was only the fighters with their famly

There were no civilians in that zoo bush; except the conbat

medi cs.
Q So were there any civilians there under RUF control ?
A Well, yes. They used to live but they were not within

Superman's Ground. They were outside Superman's Gound. |

know whet her it was PC G ound.
Q Sorry, ny fault, M Sesay. Wat was the |ast sentence?

A | said yes, there were civilians but they were not

Superman's G ound because on the very third day sonme civilian

heads cane and greeted nme at Supernman G ound.

Q Who cane to greet you, can you recall?
A Yes, | can recall. It was the G5 commander. | don't
The -- | believe | don't -- | will just stop at the Gb

| believe you know what | amtrying to say.
Q Are you worried about identities?

Yes. | would just wite this down so | will call the
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ot hers.

MR JORDASH. Sorry, before | pass this on --

Q Before | pass this on, are there other nanes of people
met who you would like to wite down as well; would that save
time?

A Yes. Yes, okay.

Q Thank you
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, are you exhibiting it?

MR JORDASH. |'mwondering if it's going to be safer to
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apply to go into cl osed session.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Advi se us.

MR JORDASH. Yes. Can | apply to go into closed

pl ease?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Right. And how long would we be in
cl osed session, about.

MR JORDASH: About ten minutes only.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Very wel |.

MR JORDASH: 15 mi nutes naybe.
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. Can we ask nenbers of the public

retire for about --
MR JORDASH. Can | say 25 minutes, just in case?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: -- nenbers of the public to retire for

about 30 m nutes. And Madam Courtroom O ficer, shall we

to cl osed session.
[At this point in the proceedings, a portion of the
transcript, pages 74 to 77, was extracted and seal ed under

separate cover, as the proceeding was heard in a cl osed
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[ Open sessi on]

M5 KAMJZORA: Your Honour, court is safe to resune in

open sessi on.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W are back in open session. May you
proceed, counsel

MR JORDASH: Thank you.
Q Were there any other neetings before the attack?
A It was only one neeting. Wen the various battalion
commanders cane, and they --

THE | NTERPRETER  The interpreter is sorry. Can the
Wi t ness come again, please?

MR JORDASH. Repeat what you just said, please, M

THE WTNESS: | said: It was only one neeting that took
pl ace. Because that between me and the civilians was not a
nmeeting; one neeting took place. | and the various battalion

commanders and the staffs at the brigade headquarters and --

we that went held the neeting before the attack on Koidu

Q So can you just nanme sone of the people who was at the
meeting, please?

A O course I'mable to do so. I'mable. Mself, Mrris

Kal | on, Peter Vandi, Ranmbo, Buston Flonp; his nicknane is

Then you -- you had Akim Turay the battalion commander at
Gandor hun; then you had Kail ondo, one of the battalion

commanders; and you had T KeKeh, a commander from Tonbodu;

you had Short Bai Bureh, conmander from Yonmadu. So these were



26
27
28
t hem
29
Page 79
1
t hem
2
3
made
4
a
5
shoul dn' t
6
t hey
7
8
9
10
not
11
of

12
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Q And what took place at the neeting?

A Well, in the neeting | greeted them | explained to

the nessage and the mission Sam Bockarie had sent me on and
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expected themto cooperate towards the attack. But | told

that | had cone with the ammunition that were given to ne by

Bockari e that should be used to carry out the attack. And

laws; | told themthat anybody that captured, be it a Kamgjor,

CDF, an ECOMOG, an SLA that was with the ECOMOG, they

kill a prisoner of war. | said anybody that they captured,

shoul d report that person. Then | said this --
Q Shoul d do what, the person?
A | said anybody that was captured during the attack, the

ECOMOG and the CDF, they should bring themto me. They were

allowed to kill any man that had surrendered during the course

the battl e.
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Q Did you say this at the neeting?

A | said this in the meeting, and | did talk about other
things after this.

Q What el se did you say at the neeting?

A | said, they shouldn't kill a civilian. | don't want to

hear about anputations. And | don't want to hear that they

a house, that sonebody burnt down a house. | said we should

and fight the enenies and not the civilians. And even the

enem es that we were fighting against, if the man surrendered,

you should collect the armfromhimand not to kill him And
said any fighter that | caught killing a civilian, |, myself,

woul d kill that fighter. So these were the rules that | nade
during that neeting. | told themthat these were the standing

orders for the attack in Koidu. A fighter should not shoot

behi nd when you were aware that there was a brother ahead of

Q Sorry, go over that |ast answer, please. What do you

A | said a fighter should not fire when he was aware that
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conpani ons were ahead of him | said all of them should be
together to shoot facing the target. But he should not stay

behi nd and shoot when his conpani ons were ahead of him then

kill his brothers.
Q And what were to be the target?

A | said the target were the enenies that we were

The targets were the CDF and the ECOMOG. Those were the

Q Where were those targets?

A Well, these targets were in Koidu Town. And during this
time, Koidu Town, it was only the ECOMOG and t he CDF t hat
occupi ed there.

Q How di d you know t hat ?

A Wl |, what the conmander whom | net at the brigade

that was what he told ne and, indeed, when | canme to Koidu

was what | observed, because there were no houses for

to live in. They had burnt down this town since May. The

city had been burnt down.

Q When you say "burnt down," were there any buil di ngs

A Well, the only buildings that were there were the storey
buildings, but to say single flats; all of them Al of them

were burnt down. So it was those few buildings that were

bui | di ngs which were occupi ed by the N gerians and the CDFs.

They thensel ves built booths in Koidu Town in the various



24 For instance, the road towards Gandorhun, the road towards

GQui nea
25 H ghway, Tankoro Junction. That was how they were.
26 Q Wel |, after the neeting what happened?
27 A Well, after the neeting -- during the nmeeting | told
28 Kallon, | said: Kallon, well, you knew that Msquito said we
29 shoul d cut the supply lines before the attack
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
SESAY ET AL
Page 81
17 MAY 2007 ( AMENDED) OPEN SESSI ON
1 THE | NTERPRETER: The interpreter is sorry. Wuld the
2 Wi tness repeat the last part of his testinony?
3 MR JORDASH. Take this section slowy. Repeat what
you' ve
4 j ust said.
5 THE WTNESS: | said during the neeting, because you
asked
6 me after the meeting what happened, yes. But it was during
t he
7 meeting that we planned with the various battalion commanders
who
8 were to lead the attacks. Then | told Kallon that, you know
t hat
9 Bockarie had told us that we should cut off the supply lines
10 Then - -

11 Q VWhat were the supply lines?
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A well, like, for instance, the ECOMOG they had a

headquarter in Mikeni; they had headquarters in Kono. So, if

were between them it nmeans you' ve cut off the main road that

linked them then reinforcement could not cone in. That's

refer to as supply lines.
Q Was a particul ar conmander given that job to cut that
supply line?

A Yes. It was Kallon who | ed the anbush m ssi on. He was

senior man in the group that went on the anmbush. So | stayed
with the men who were to carry out the attack on Koi du.
Q So, Kallon led this attack?

A Vll, it wasn't |like an attack. It was an anbush.

Gold Town it was an anmbush. So if reinforcenment was coning so

to reinforce their brothers in Koidu Town during the attack

he woul d be able to stop themon the way, so that they wll

be able to reach. That was why he went.
Q Were any ot her commanders sent anywhere el se?

A Yes. Ranbo, he was to attack the guys' headquarters,
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1 according to what he told nme, that the ECOMOG s headquarters

at
2 Fi ve-Five Spot, he was the man that was responsible for
attacki ng
. 3 there, very close to the Tankoro junction by the petrol
station.
4 Q Anybody el se sent anywhere?
5 A Wl |, Kailondo, he cane with the group fromKinberlite.
He
6 was the commander; the road from Gandor hun.
7 Q Anyone el se?
8 A Ti keke, he cane fromthe Tonmbodu area in order to attack
9 t he DO Barr acks.
10 Q And anyone el se?
11 A Well, the -- the brigade major, he -- he led where | and
12 Peter Vandi were, fromthe Quinea Hi ghway through Kuyor on to
13 Hll Station, The Big.
14 Q And you?
15 A Well, | belonged to that group. |, Peter Vandi --
16 THE | NTERPRETER: The interpreter is sorry. The
17 interpreter is sorry. There is something that is not clear in
18 the witness's testinony as to who was | eadi ng.
19 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Sesay.
20 THE W TNESS: Yes, My Lord.
21 PRESI DING JUDGE: darify that for the interpreters.
Who
22 was | eadi ng?
A 23 THE W TNESS: Yes, My Lord. The brigade major. He was
t he

24 big. He led the group in which we were, the group in which I
and
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Pet er Vandi bel onged.
JUDGE BOUTET: What's the brigade major? Who is he?

THE WTNESS: Well, the brigade major, My Lord, he was

21C to the brigade commander. He was the deputy to the

commander. He was the brigade ngjor.
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JUDGE BOUTET: So you -- the deputy to the brigade
conmander, you call himthe brigade major? That's, in your
| anguage, that's what it is? |'mjust trying to understand.

THE WTNESS: No. The brigade major, My Lord. He was

deputy to the brigade comuander.

JUDGE BOUTET: | thought that's what | had asked you, if

was. But you seemto see a difference in what | said. So the

bri gade major was a deputy to the brigade conmander; that is

you' re sayi ng.
THE WTNESS: Yes, My Lord.
JUDGE BOUTET: Wo was he? Who's that person?

THE WTNESS: Well, they called him The Big, Lansana



13 Sheriff. But aka, The Big, the Big Rebel

14 JUDGE BOUTET: So this is not the personal nane you had

15 menti oned before?

16 THE W TNESS: The brigade nmjor?

17 JUDGE BQUTET: The Big, or whatever name you use

18 THE WTNESS: Well, My Lord, | said | called the nanes.

19 JUDGE BOUTET: |I'mjust asking if it was a nane of a
per son

20 you had naned before, M Sesay, that's all

21 THE WTNESS: No, sir. He was anong the brigade staff,

22 sir. Because the brigade staff were the people that were in
t he

23 -- at the headquarters, and he was anong them

24 JUDGE BOUTET: That's okay. You are confusing nme nore
t han

25 you're helping me on this, because now you're tal king about

26 brigade staff. What's the brigade staff?

27 THE WTNESS: M Lord, it was because you said | had not

28 called --

29 JUDGE BOUTET: Where were they? Wre they in Kono when
you
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1 arrived there?
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THE WTNESS: MW Lord, that was where they were. | have

naned the people that we came with fromKailahun. | said I

Kal | on and our bodyguards, including Bockarie and Mke's

bodyguards, but all the other people, we net themin Kono.

ones that | said that they were the brigade staff, My Lord,

were the people that were based at Supernman G ound which was

bri gade headquarters, sir.

JUDGE BOQUTET: But did they attend your neeting?

you did describe a neeting you had with what you called the
battal i on commanders and the brigade comranders, as such. You
descri bed yoursel f, Kallon, Peter Vandi, Ranbo and so on. So
were these people also at that neeting?

THE WTNESS: Yes, My Lord. At the brigade

that was where the neeting took place. Al of themwere

The Big was there, sir.
JUDGE BQUTET: Thank you.
THE W TNESS: Thank you, sir.
MR JORDASH:

Q This brigade major, was he superior to the adviser to

bri gade conmander ?

A VWll, no. He was junior to the brigade adviser and

to the brigade commander.
Q How coul d he be 21 C to the brigade comrander?

A Well you said , the brigade commander. He was the 2IC
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The 21 C was subordi nate to the brigade commander.
Q But woul dn't the adviser be the 21C?
A No. The brigade advi ser was advi sing the brigade

commander, and the brigade major was a deputy to the brigade
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commander .

Q Ckay. So was there an attack on Koi du Town?

A Yes. W went on the attack.

Q How | ong -- when did the attack take place? Do you know

the date and the tinme it started?

A Well, after the nmeeting | said we should give Kallon a

because he had to wal k on to Yormandu, on to Sandi a before he
surfaced on the main road. So, we said, after the one day --
Q I think you m ght have to repeat what you just said.

A | said after the neeting, then | said, | told the nen we
shoul d give a day to Kallon, one day, because he had to walk a
di stance before he could reach his destination. So, after the
one day, then the next morning we should | aunch the attack at
6.00 a.m in the norning, and | think that was the 16th of
Decenber 1998.

Q And how long did the attack take place? How long did it
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t ake?

A Well, we arranged that when this first group, the nen

the Kinberlite area, when they open fire, the other group wll
respond and the other group will respond fromthe other side.
That was how it was. W fought from6.00 a.m to 7.00 p.m

before we were able to capture Koidu Town.

Q What tinme was Koi du Town captured?

A 7.00 p.m

Q Were there any prisoners of war?

A Yes. W captured 12, 12 Nigerian soldiers, ECOMOG and

CDFs. The CDF were about 50.
Q What happened to thenf

A Wl |, the CDF, they stayed in Koidu Town. | said the
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Ni geri an ECOMOGs shoul d be escorted to Supernman G ound.

the MP commander to take care of them they should stay with

and they should provide food for themin the evening. | nean

foll owi ng norni ng, because that night they were unable to
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food. But they slept at Superman G ound during that night.

Q Who was the MP commander ?
A Mohared Jal | oh, alias Q allay.
Q Wy was the -- why were the ECOMOG separated fromthe

prisoners of war?

A Well, | said they should carry the Nigerian soldiers to

MP. | said let the CDF stay in Kuyor. There was one house in

Kuyor. That was where | said they should stay. That was

they slept that night.

Q How were they treated?

A well, as far as I, who was the commander, | provided
for them | treated themnicely. Nothing went wong with
Q Were there any civilians seen or taken captive or

in Koidu Town, as it turned out?

A Well, just look at the time that the fight took place,

6.00 aam to 7.00 p.m, the civilians were not in Koidu Town.
They were at Koakoyi ma, out of Koidu Town. They were based in

Koakoyi ma. So, during that time the civilians with the

I ot of them wi thdrew

Q Before we nove to that, just describe where ECOMOG wer e,
besi des in Koi du Town, where were they based?

A ECOMOG? They were based at the Five-Five Spot at the
petrol station. Al the houses that were around there, they

occupied them And they built sone booths which they
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Q And you have nentioned civilians at Koakoyima; is that
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right?

A Yes, yes.

Q Koakoyima is to the west of Koidu Town; is that right?
A Yes, yes. | think so. Well, I -- | wouldn't to say

west, north or south. But | will just tell you that if you

Koi du Town, and you | ook at the Five-Five Spot, and you | ook

the di stance from Five-Five Spot to Koakoyim, even if you

there with an AK and fire a shot, the shot will not be

to kill a civilian at Koakoyima. An AK round will not even

that di stance, from Koi du Town to Koakoyi na

Q What ki nd of base were the civilians in at Koakoyi ma?

were they living?
A So, before | attacked Kono?
Q Yes.

A Well, except I'"'mto talk based on the information |I got
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frompeople after the attack of Kono. But | can't tell you
before | got into Koakoyi na.

Q Pl ease do, and just say who you got the information

if you can remenber.

A Well, after we had captured Koi du Town, the troops

to Koakoyima. Mdst of the people went into the bushes. But

next day peopl e began coning out, and those who cane out, when

they were captured, they said the civilian popul ati on was

i n Koakoyi ma; that was where they were. And ECOMOG di d not

civilians to go to Koidu Town if you were not going there to

for the ECOMOG

Q What happened to the civilians during the attack?
A Well, the civilians, during the course of the fight they
| eft Koakoyima. It was after we had captured Koi du Town, the
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ones that did not retreat with the ECOMOG they started coning

out fromthe bushes and they stayed in Koakoyi na throughout
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war, until the end of the war, and nothi ng happened to them

there were not even nany.
Q Let's just deal with -- first of all, what you nean the

civilians who retreated with ECOMOG? Describe what you nean

t hat.
A Well, the civilians, a lot of themretreated with the

ECOMOG, through Jiama N m koro some of them canme to Sewafe.

they realised that the road was bl ocked, they crossed through
Ji ama Sewafe to Boama Kont a.

Q And which direction is that? Wich way does that |ead

A The one from N m koro went towards Tongo. The one from
Jiama Sewafe, it went towards Baona Konta. And Baoma Konta, |

think that -- | think that is located i n Kenema or Bo

but it's a town between those borderli nes.

Q And you then nentioned some civilians who cane out --

you say came out fromthe bush?

A Yes. | said some few civilians that remnai ned, they were

the bush during the attack. After we had captured Koi du Town,
the following day they started coming out. Those were the few
civilians that 1ived.

Q VWhere were they com ng fron? Were had they been?

A Wel |, when the attack took place, people ran and entered
into the bush. Wen they knew that they -- when they realised
that the firing had subsided, they cane to find out who was in

town. Fromthat, they nmet us and we told themto bring their
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Koakoyi ma.
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Q Who told themto bring their famlies?

Well, during that tine | nyself was there. | said the
peopl e that had come, the people whomwe net here should stay
here. And they have seen people, civilians had started coning
fromthe bush to stay in Koakoyi na.

Q Why Koakoyi ma? Wy t here?

A Well, because there were no houses in Koidu Town. |t

i n Koakoyi ma that there were sonme houses. I|'msorry, it was

Koakoyi ma and smal | Lebanon that you find sone houses.
THE | NTERPRETER: Correction interpreter
MR JORDASH:

Q Were you there when the civilians came out? How did

organi se thensel ves?

A Do you nean the civilians that were with the RUF?
Q The ones that came out of the bush; were they with the
or not?
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A Well, the ones that were in Koakoyima, | said they were

many, those who hid around because of the fighting. The other

civilians, they had been with the RUF in these canps. So

ones do you nmean? Which of the civilians?

Q Let's deal with the ones who you said were in the bush,

you were told by the civilians who cane to see you at PC

When did they start coning out of the bush?

A Well, this tine | wasn't at PC Gound anynore. | was --

was at -- in Koidu Town. | was at Small Lebanon. After we --

had captured Koidu Town, then the foll owing day people started
coming in bits. Al that week, people were comng. But they
were not many, the civilians. For about a week, those who

started com ng out of their hiding place were not up to 60,
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who did not go with ECOMOG
Q Is that 60 in the week?

A Yes. | said within the week. The ones that cane out
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not up to 60, the mature peopl e, because sone of them had

little children anbng them

Q Was there interaction between the civilians and the RUF,
t he ones who cane out of the bush?

A Yes. That second witness that | wote on the paper, he

said fromthe tinme they cane fromthe bush, they came to Koidu
Town. Fromthat tine, until the end of the war, they did not

suffer anynore; that's true. The fighters and the civilians

good rapport.

Q Did you see this in the tine you were there, in Koidu
after the attack, and | nean inmediately after the attack?
A Yes. After the attack, after 48 hours, | nyself gave

instructions to that first name on that paper to go and tel

civilians so that they could cone back to Koakoyima in order

themto come and stay. So | nyself saw the people returning

the bush, the ones that were in the RUF canp.

Q And what happened, in ternms of comunicating with

at this stage; did you conmuni cate with hinf

A Yes. Yes. | comunicated. The first day when we

Koi du Town, during that 7.00, | sent a radio message. | said,

"We've captured Koidu." So, the followi ng day, in the

he called ne on the radio and we spoke. He said | should give

himsone details. | told himthat | was going to prepare a

message to the effect and give it to the operator. And | told
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we captured tanks; we captured two functional tanks and one
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not functional. A lot of arme and ammunition. Al that the

ECOMOG had in Kono, they left everything there and ran away --
all the equi prent.
Q What happened, froma mlitary perspective, after the

successful attack on Koidu? Wre there instructions from

A Yes. After we had taken over Koi du, Bockarie said, he
said, "Well, the group should be divided into two." He said,

"Akim let himgo towards Tongo through N m koro." He said,

"Me", rather, "I, Kallon, Ranbo, should pursue ECOMOG t owards
Makeni . "

Q And was this done?

A Yes. That was the instruction the commander had gi ven
and | told Akim And | -- | told Ranbo to be the advance team

commander from Kono towards Magburaka
Q And what happened during that attack, do you know?

A Whi ch of the attacks?
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Q To Magbur aka?

A Yes, | know.

Q Wel |, take us through the attack and the pl aces?

A Vll, | told Ranbo -- | said, "You nove and neet Kallon

Gold Town so that Kallon could come back so that we can

You go to Masingbi." | said, "W know that the ECOMOG were in
Masi ngbi, so you should attack them" So it took about two to

three days; then Ranbo arrived in Masingbi. And in Msingbi

ECOMOG only continued running. And the CDF, the follow ng

they surrendered 525 to us. Then Ranbo conti nued nmoving on to
Makal i. He passed Makali. The CDF that were in Makali they,
too, surrendered; they were nore than 100. The ECOMOG were in

Mat ot oka. When Ranbo and ot hers opened fire, they ran away
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and they went to Magburaka. So, in Magburaka, they were only

the main road. It was there they fought with Ranbo for about

m nutes. Then they ran away again and went to Makeni. Then
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Ranbo continued the journey. He arrived at Makeni Teachers

Col | ege.
Q Before we get to Makeni, was there any attack on Bunpe?
A Vell, yes. W fought with ECOMOG at Bunpe. Wen they

divided into two, a group went to --

THE | NTERPRETER: The interpreter is sorry.

MR JORDASH:
Q Repeat your |ast answer, please, M Sesay?
| said yes, ECOMOG was at Bunpe. In fact, our nen

m ssed to capture their helicopter there. But their

pilots were too smart. So they left. Fighting took place

So the ECOMOG wit hdrew from Bunpe in a di sorgani sed manner.

group went by N ni koro and the other group went by Jianma

They retreated through Baoma Kont a.
Q Let me just ask you this: | don't think there is a

di spute. The Kono to Makeni highway, was that the main thrust

the attack, after Koidu?

A Yes. After Koidu Town, Bunpe, after Bunpe, the only

that there was a fight, which was a short one, that was in
Masi ngbi .  Mat ot oka and Magbur aka.
Q And what happened to the various CDF you described as

surrendering?

A Yes. | would explain. Because the tine when we had
captured Kono, the information had spread on to Makeni. The
civilians in these towns Masingbi, Mkali, Matotoka,



our

Page 93

popul ati on

t hat

civilians

surroundi ng

woul d

their

29

10

11

12

13

they saw the ECOMOG arriving. Sone hadn't any boots. So, as

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |

SESAY ET AL

17 MAY 2007 ( AMENDED) OPEN SESSI ON

men were advanci ng towards Masingbi, all the civilian

went to the surrounding villages. This was the sane thing

happened in the villages up to Makali. So, later, the

cane back to their towns.

Q Just pause there: Civilians running into the

areas, what made them conme back?

A Well, for exanple, like Masingbi, if the civilians were

the bush and heard that the CDF had surrendered to the RUF,

than 500, and RUF did not kill any one of them then the

civilians woul d have the courage to cone out. Saying, "Wll,

the man did not kill the man he was fighting agai nst, why

he kill me, a civilian?" So that was what was happening. So

sent a message that all the civilians should come back to
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Q Let's just focus on what you did, okay, for a mnute.

Koi du Town, where do you go and when?
A Well, the way | set up the -- the way | organised the
nmovement, Rambo, with all the instructions | had given him he

was in the advance team Then when he had captured Kall on

come there to ensure that the fighters advance, and that

went wong in that village. Fromthat, when | cone there, at
that tinme, we would have seen. Kallon would have been able to
see three or four civilians whomwe would tell to call their

people to cone back to the village. Like in Msingbi, that

what happened t here.

Q What did you do? That is what |'minterested in for the
moment.  From Koi du Town, where do you go?

A Vel l, when | had received the message that they have

captured Masingbi, and a ot of CDF had surrendered, | too

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |

SESAY ET AL

17 MAY 2007 ( AMENDED) OPEN SESSI ON

there and tal ked to the CDF. Fromthere --
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Q Let's just go step by step, okay? How far is Masi ngbi

Koi du?
A I think it's 45 nmiles.
Q So when you received the nessage that Msingbi had been

occupi ed by RUF, what did you do?

A Well, they told ne Kallon sent a nessage that over 500

had surrendered to us, so | said "fine." So | said: Well, we
should talk to themand | nyself will cone to talk to them |
came to Masingbi. Wien | arrived at Msingbi --

Q When did you get to Masingbi?

A Well, | came to Masingbi the foll owi ng day, when they

captured there.
Q What day was that, do you think?

A Well, | cannot recall now | can just recall the day

we captured Koidu Town but to say that | will be able to

all the dates of these events, it's difficult.

Q Was it before Christmas?

A That was before Christmas. You are right.

Q And did you --

A. Because from Kono, we captured Koi du Town the 16th, then
the 24th. Ranbo arrived in Mikeni -- the 25th we captured the
barracks, you see.

Q Did you stop anywhere on the way to Masingbi; you
personal | y?

A Yes. | stopped at Sewafe.

Q What did you see before you got to Sewafe? Did you see
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A Well, fromKoidu Town | did not see any problem
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it was at Bumpe that | saw three ECOMOG sol diers that died at
Bunpe. Sewafe, no fighting took place there, so | did not see
any corpse there. Were | saw corpses again was between the
bridge from Dorgboh to Gold Town. Six Nigerian soldiers died
there. They were in their uniform

Q Well, you described that as a problem Is that a

A Vell, we were fighting a war. |f during the crossfiring
the man dies, if the man surrendered and | killed him then I
feel that is a crinme. But, they died during crossfiring.

Q Was it a problemyou observed with civilians along the
route or civilian property?

A No. | did not observe any civilians on that road. To

that civilians died there, no. It was only the vehicles.
Because when the convoy stopped, there were a | ot of vehicles

par ked between Gold Town and Dogboi and the Al pha Jets went

and bonbed sone of those vehicles.
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Bet ween Gol d Town and where?
Bet ween Gol d Town and Dogboi .

JUDGE BQUTET: Were are these locations again, M

MR JORDASH:  Dogboi, | think. Dogboi.

THE WTNESS: M Lord, Dogboi. Between Dogboi and Gold

Town.
JUDGE BQUTET: Can you spell it for nme?
MR JORDASH:
Q M  Sesay?
No, | cannot. | cannot.
MR JORDASH: G O B-WE-H
JUDCE BQUTET: And the other |ocation?
MR JORDASH: Gold Town.
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JUDGE BQUTET: Gold Town; like gol d?
MR JORDASH: Li ke gol d.
Q The vehicles in the convoy were, what? Are you saying

are civilians, or what?

A

ECOMOG and the civilian vehicles that were retreating
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Kono, when they found out the road was bl ocked, they abandoned
these vehicles, and they went back. They went by the road to
cross the Sewa River, when they retreated through Gold Town.
Some were not able to turn the vehicles. Some turned their

vehicles, went to Sewafe, then they crossed the river and went

Baoma Konta. It was not Gold Town, |'msorry.

Q Where was it if it wasn't Gold Town?

A Baoma Konta. Baonma Kont a.

Q Can you spell that?

A Boma, BBOM-- BB-OMA Boma [sic]. | think it's

K-ONT-E-H or K-ONT-A  Konta.
Q Now, what did you find when you -- well, before | get to

Masi ngbi, did you speak to any civilians on the way to

A No. Those towns, there were no civilians in these towns
during this tinme, between Sewafe and Masingbi. And even in ny
testinony | think last week, | said, that during the retreat,

villages around Gold Town and Sewafe were burnt during the

between the retreating troops, so there were no civilians in
those villages. They were villages that were abandoned.
Q Do you know how t he burning took place?

A Vll, | told you last time that the retreating troops

Makeni to Kono, they had some fights with the Kamgjors in

vill ages, around Gold Town and Sewafe.

Q Are you tal king about Decenber '98, or before that? Can
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you clarify when you' re tal ki ng about ?

A Well, we were tal king about Decenber '98, and you asked

if | saw civilians between these villages. | said, well, I

told the Court that there was a fight during the tinme that we

been retreating, February '98, around Gold Town and Sewaf e,

they burnt sone villages around that route. So, these

there were no people in themin Decenber '98, up to Masingbi

was at Masingbi that | nmet few civilians and a group of

CDFs.

JUDGE BOUTET: What you're saying, M Sesay, is that

vill ages had been destroyed when you were retreating from
Fr eet own?

THE WTNESS: Well, My Lord, | would not say that we

the ones that destroyed the place, because it was a fight that
ensued between the Kamajors and the retreating troops.

JUDGE BOUTET: | didn't say you are the ones who burnt

villages. | said, the villages were burnt while you are



period

or

to

16: 03:

16: 03:

told

Page 98

t hey

us

16: 03:

33

33

34

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

5

retreating, whether it is you or the Kamgjors. That's the

of time. I'mtalking the period of tine that was when the RUF

the junta was retreating from Freetown; that's when these
villages were destroyed?

THE W TNESS: VYes, sone of these villages, My Lord. But
some of the villages were not destroyed, but there were no

civilians there in Decenber, during the tine that | was coning

Masi ngbi
VR JCORDASH:
Q Now, what happened when you arrived at Masingbi?
A | said, when | arrived at Masingbi, | found a group of

Kamaj ors and CDFs that | spoke to; | addressed them And
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themthat -- | said, we are not fighting against them we are

fighting agai nst ECOMOG and the government, as we knew t hat

were civilians, and they only give themarns to fight agai nst

and we don't have anythi ng agai nst them

Q At what kind of place did you say this?
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A Well, this was at the court barri, at Masingbi.
Q How did the CDF gather there? How cone they were there?

Well, the CDFs had commanders, and | had told Kall on

was coning to Masingbi, and he also informed the commander

hi s own commander was comning, Colonel |ssa, he was on his way;

is coming. So, let the CDFs cone together. After that, he

come and talk to you.

Q Did you just say a nane?

A What nane?

Q I thought | heard a name. Maybe | didn't.

A | said, | sent a nessage to Kallon that | was conming to

Masi ngbi, so that | nyself would cone and see the nen who had

surrendered, the CDFs.

Q So what else did you say to the surrendered CDF?
A Well, just like | said a while ago. | said, that they
not our target. We were not here to kill them since they had

surrendered, let themfeel safe. Nothing wong will be done

them who are fighting agai nst ECOMOG and the government. W

that they were civilians and they had only given them guns, so

to fight against us.
Q kay. Did you say anything else or did you | eave?

A Well, that very day, | did not say anything else. |

told themthat they were to be at Masingbi Town and they were

to go out of Masingbi.
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Q D d you | eave Masi ngbi ?

A Yes, | left Masingbi and | went back to Kono.

Q D d you | eave any RUF in Masingbi?

A Yes, Kallon was there with them

Q Who el se but Kallon? Did you | eave other nen or just
Kal | on?

A Well, there were other RUF fighters there with Kallon.

cannot nane every single RUF fighter.

Q Just give us a rough --

A And Kallon -- | said, Kallon and other RUFs were there
Masi ngbi. There, | left them | cannot call the nanes.

Q What |'m asking you, M Sesay, is that we were not there

these places, so try and just give us sone descriptions. What
ki nd of nunbers of nmen did you leave in this place?

A Wel |, what happened, the advance team had cone and

captured the town and they'd gone ahead. So when the advance
team had gone ahead, the group of the fighters had gone away,

only a few were left at Masingbi with Kallon.



19 Q So you returned to Koidu. Are there RUF nen in between
16: 06: 04 20 Masi ngbi and Koi du?

21 A Yes, there were RUF nmen at Sewafe.

22 Q What did they do?

23 A Well, we knew that those places, as we passed by the
road,

24 we heard the Kamgjors firing. You know, Kenema District is
very

16: 06: 26 25 close to this road, between Masingbi and Sewafe. So, RUF had
to

26 be there. As we noved, we would capture and depl oy, we'd
capture
27 and depl oy; that was how we operated. We'd not just go
wi t hout
28 depl oying. So we had our nmen at Sewafe. Because, the
Kamaj or s,
29 they too, in January and February, they would conme and set
anmbush
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1 on the roads, the CDFs. They would cone fromthe Kenena
2 District, they would cross and nake anbush, |ay anbush. So,
we
3 al so had to deploy, so as to keep the roads safe and the
vil | ages

4 that were between the roads.
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Q Were there any standing instructions or standing orders

about what shoul d happen when RUF nmen depl oyed?

A Yes. | said, | gave standing orders in the neeting at
Koi du Town. | nean, at Supernman Ground, before the operation
started.

Q kay. How long did you stay in Koidu Town after you'd
returned?

A I was there fromthe 16th to the 24th of Decenber. Then

came to Makeni .
Q Did you stay at any place on the way?
A If | stayed in any town, or | nade a stop at any town on

the way; which one?

Q Did you nake any stops in any towns on the way?
A Yes, | made a stop at Masingbi. | nade a stop at Makoni
Line; | nmade a stop at Mkoni Junction; | nade a stop at

| made a stop at Manori; and | made a stop --
Q Al right. What was the |ast one? Sorry.

And | nade a stop -- it's not the last one. And | nade

stop at Matotoka; | nmamde a stop at Magburaka; then to Makeni
Q D d you do anything during those stops?
A Yes. VWen | stopped, | would talk to the few civilians

that | had net with the RUF, so that they could call their

fromthe bush, so that they could cone and stay in the town,

not hi ng woul d happen to them let themcone to town. That is

why, | -- | nmade the CDF conmanders to live in their towns
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1 from Makal i --
2 Q Tell us what happened. Just tell us what happened when
you
3 arrived at a particular town. Just give us a brief

description
4 of what you did in each place.

16:09: 27 5 A | said, when | arrived in Masingbi, at the first place,

6 stopped, | talked to Pa Roke for the first tine. Pa Roke was

t he
7 caretaker -- he was a chief who was |l eft by the paramount
chi ef
8 to take care of the chiefdom He was called Pa Roke.
9 Q R- O K- E?
16: 09: 50 10 A Yes.
11 Q Was this the first trip to Masingbi you nade or was this
a
12 second trip?
13 A This was ny first -- this was ny second trip. | told
you
14 that | had cone there before.
16:10: 01 15 Q Ckay. So the second trip you spoke to Pa Roke
car et aker

16 chi ef, and what did you speak to hi mabout?

17 A I met Pa Roke and a few other old nen, and | talked to
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them"

16:11:16 5

them | said, "Ad people, you, yourselves, have seen. W

not here to kill or destroy." | said, "They have captured
Masi ngbi, and they have not burnt any house, and they have not

broken into anybody's house. This should give you the

that we have not cone here to disturb any civilian."
Q Wiere did you have this neeting?

A Vll, it was at the CDF -- it was -- it was at the house

t he CDF conmmander.
THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, would the witness go a

little bit slow?

MR JORDASH:
Q CGo back, please.
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A | said, it was not a neeting. | said, | only nade a

stopover at Masingbi and when the commander who surrendered

the CDF told ne that Pa Roke, who was the chief, and other old

men were here, | said, "OCkay, let me go there and talk to

| drove to the house and tal ked to them



6 Q Was anything el se said by you?

7 A Vell, I -- it was just what | had been telling them was
8 just to guarantee their security and their safety. That if

t hey
9 told their people, to return to town nothing woul d happen to

16:11: 37 10 them nobody would disturb them That was what | told them
t hat

11 we were not there to disturb the peace of the civilians.
12 Q Do you know what happened as a result of that
conversati on,
13 i f anythi ng?
14 A Yes. The talk that | gave them the outconme of it was
t hat
16:11: 57 15 -- the civilians came out of the bushes, and stayed in
Masi ngbi ,
16 up to disarmanent in 2001.
17 Q How do you know the civilians cane?
18 A Wll, | used to see, because, when | was in Mkeni,
19 fromJanuary to March, at times | would pass through and go to
16:12: 22 20 Kono. At tines, | would come and make a stopover at Masi ngbi
and
21 go back. Then there was a radio set in Msingbi, even when
t hey
22 attacked me at Makeni, when | cane and passed through --
23 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Sl ow down. Ckay. Continue.
24 THE WTNESS: | said, even when Superman attacked nme in
16:12: 40 25 Makeni, when | passed through Masingbi, | went to Buedu,
Cct ober,
26 in'99. Wuen | cane again, | nmet the civilians, a lot of
t hem
27 in Masingbi. And they lived there throughout the conflict, up
to
28 the tinme of the disarmanent. They had their wares, they had

29 their drug stores.
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MR JORDASH:
Q You nentioned a nane which hasn't been translated, Am du

Conteh. Did you nention that nanme?

A Yes, | said Anmidu Conteh, he was the commander for the
who surrendered. And, later, | nyself -- |, nyself, told
Kallon -- we nade hi m RUF commander at Masingbi, and | told

that the reason |I'm maki ng you a commander was that you should
not allow other RUF fighters to come to this town to conme and

di sturb your people. So, it was |like, we would capture the

and we woul d turn around and make them commanders in their
vari ous towns, so that --

Q Al right. | want to deal with facts. | want to dea

the towns like you' ve dealt with Masingbi. Now, tell us the

ot her towns and what happened in the towns, and what you do,

what I"'minterested in. So we've dealt with Msingbi. Wat
about ot her towns?

A I made a stopover at Makoni Line junction where | tal ked
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Q Right. What's the place again?

A Makoni, MA-K-ON1I-E [sic] Junction.

Q Junction. Did you stop there after Masingbi?

A Yes.

Q What did you do? You, personally?

A VWll, when | arrived there, | nmet about five RUF whom

Kal | on had depl oyed there, then | nade a stopover. They cane

around ny vehicle. They cane with the Kamaj or commander,

they said, this was the nan, and his brothers. "W were all

here by Kallon." Then |I talked to the Kamajor and his nen,

the CDF man's nane i s John Cont eh.

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |

SESAY ET AL

17 MAY 2007 ( AMENDED) OPEN SESSI ON

Q What did you say to then?
A Well, | told John Conteh, | said, "Have you seen NMorris

Kallon? Has he spoken to you?" He said, "Yes." He said he

| eft and had gone towards Magburaka. | said, well -- | said,

was Col onel Issa. | said, the sane thing that that nman had
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you, | said -- had given orders that nobody would disturb you

since you had decided not to fight against us anynore -- you
us have becone one, | said, so we'll not fight each other any
nor e.

JUDGE BOUTET: What's the name of that person you're
talking to? You had nentioned before --

THE W TNESS: John Conteh, My Lord.

JUDGE BOUTET: But the previous village it was Anidu
Conteh, now it's John Conteh.

THE W TNESS: Yes, My Lord. Am du Conteh was at

John Conteh was at Makoni Line Junction, sir.

JUDGE BOUTET: Both are Conteh, but two different

THE W TNESS: Yes, sir, about a distance of seven niles

JUDGE BOUTET: Now you're talking about a Kamaj or
commander, and before you were tal king of the CDF commander
What's the difference, if any, for you?

THE WTNESS: Well, My Lord, it was a CDF. They were

Kamaj ors, as far as | understand. Although they have their

different sections, they have the Kapras, they have the

JUDGE BOUTET: | was asking you, because you have used

term the previous village, CDF Kamajor was Ani du Conteh

at this village, you say he was a Kamgj or commander, so

you' re using different terms for different people. [|I'mjust

asking you to assist nme in understandi ng what you're saying,



Page 105

CDFs.

16:17: 25

Donsos.

16: 17: 46

16: 18: 12

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |

SESAY ET AL

17 MAY 2007 ( AMVENDED) OPEN SESSI ON

that's all.
THE WTNESS: Well, My Lord, the CDFs were the Kamgjors.

That was the general nanme, the Kamgjors, but they were the

MR JORDASH:
Q Way do you use the two? Do you see a difference between
the two or not?

A Vel l, when we were fighting against them that was what

had been using. It was later that we came to hear about

We started hearing about Kapras, Gohethis, and all of themwere

under the CDF, the Kangjors.

Q kay. How long did you stay in Makoni Line Junction

A Makoni Juncti on.

Q How | ong did you stay there?

A Vel |, when | have spoken to John and his nen, and | told

John that he should spread the nessage in the surrounding

vill ages, so that the people could cone back to their villages
and stay. | said, "And you are the individuals that will be
commanders in your towns, so that your people will not be

afraid.” Then | continued my novenent to Makali.
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Q Before we get to Makali, do you know what, if any, was

effect of your meeting with the Conteh -- with John Conteh?

A Yes, My Lord. John Conteh, from Makoni Line Junction

the villages that were in that surrounding village up to,

there was a branch road that went to -- |'ve forgotten the

of the town. There was a branch from Makoni Line junction on

left going to a fairly big towm. Al the people in that area,

they stayed there, at Makoni Line Junction from 1998,

up to the end of the conflict, 2001. There were civilians

there in that Makoni Line Junction and the surrounding
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Q Well, do you know, if they cane, when they cane into the

Makoni Li ne Junction?

A Well, that | can say, fromlate Decenber to early

the people had started com ng out.
Q Were there RUF left, deployed there?

A | said, it was just around five RUF fighters that were
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there, with John Conteh's nen.

Q When you left to go to Makali, who did those nen report
A VWen | left to go to Makali.
Q Yes, the RUF depl oyed in Makoni Line Junction, who did

report to?

A Well, at this tine, we had not yet made any command

but, later, Mkoni Line Junction fell under Masingbi. But,

time, it was just a new deploynent, initially.

Q Who did the new depl oyment report to?

A They were under me and Kallon. They had been reporting
me. | and Kall on.

Q Right. You went to Mkali; what happened in Mkali ?

A I went to Makali. | net a few RUFs again, who were in

Makal i, with the CDFs and about ten to 15 civilians. Anobng

were the chi ef dom speaker and the paramount chief. The

speaker was Pa Santigie Turay.
Q Can you spell that, please?
A P-A SSANT-1-GI-E  Santigie. T-URAY. He was the

chi efdom speaker, and up to this tine, he is the chi efdom

in Makali. Even as I'mtalking, he is the chi efdom speaker.
Q And you nentioned paranount chief; who was that?
A That was the |ate Paranpunt Chief Alimny Kanu. He died

| ast year, he too was there and | feel that --
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THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, would the witness be
instructed to speak a little bit |oud.
MR JORDASH:

Q Coul d you raise your voice a little? Could you repeat

you' ve just said.
A No, | said, anbng the ten people whom | net in Msingbi

t he chi ef dom speaker was there, who was the chi ef dom speaker

tothis time in Makali. The paranount chief was there, who
the late Alimany Kanu. | said he had given a statenent in ny
defence. | said, but he had died |last year. Then you had the

town head man, the | mam and ot her people, including tw wonen

were anong them | net themand tal ked to them

Q He made a statenment for your defence and died |ast year.
What interaction did you have with hin®

A Wll, | told himthat -- | said that he was a paranount

chief, and | said our presence in his chiefdom we did not

to change a paranount chief. W did not conme to change any

adm ni stration. | said, so, nowthat he was in his chiefdom



19 that he had accepted us, and we too, on behalf of the RUF,

we' ve
16:23: 43 20 recogni sed himas the paranount chief of his chiefdom
sai d,
21 so -- | said, the CDF, in his chiefdom had surrendered to us.
I
22 said, so now, his CDF and us had becorme one. Let himcall his
23 peopl e so that we woul d make sure that we give hi m nmaxi mum
24 security for himand his people, so that they could live in
their

16:24: 04 25 town. That's what | told the |ate paranount chief.

26 Q How | ong did you stay there?
27 A Well, I did not stay there long. Wen | had spoken to
the
28 chief, | talked to the few RUF that were there and the CDF,
who
29 had surrendered. And he too, the CDF commander, he al so was
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1 call ed Foday Conteh. There was Contehs all along the road,
2 Masi nghi, Makal i, Mkoni Line Junction.
3 Q Do you know i f there was any effect, or did anything
happen
4 as a result of your nmeeting with himand the paranmount chief
and

16:24:59 5 t he chi ef dom speaker?



6 A Yes. Because, later, | cane to understand that the

chi ef
7 hi msel f had had to send to other CDFs that had not cone out so
8 that they could all come out, you know, and the people, the
9 civilians, they remained in their town in Mkali, and they
wer e

16: 25:21 10 doing their farmng, up to 2001, disarmanent. They lived in

11 Makali. The paranount chief, he lived there, and he had
control
12 over his chiefdom up to the time of disarnmanent.
13 Q Do you know - -
14 A No, go ahead.
16: 25:44 15 Q Do you know when civilians started to cone back to
Makal i ?
16 A Well, it was fromlate Decenber, people started coning
to
17 Makali. Early January, the townspeople were there, '99.
18 Q After Makali, where did you go?
19 A Wwell, after Makali, | made a stop over at Matotoka
because
16: 26: 13 20 I nmet RUFs there, who were deployed at Matotoka Junction.
Vel |,
21 I nmet the RUF with few civilians with whomthere was one
Ful | ah
22 Pa, but he said that he was born at Mat ot oka.
23 Q Sorry, the name you call ed?
24 A No, I do not know his nanme. | do not know his nanme. |
16: 26: 39 25 only know that he was a Fullah man. He was a Fullah man. He
was
26 a Fullah Pa, an old man. But he was still strong, but he was
ol d
27 by then. He and few civilians were the ones that | met at
28 Mat ot oka with the RUF. | nade a stopover there and | talked

to
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him the old man, and the few civilians who were there.
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Q Did this Fullah Pa have any official title or function?
Well, later, he was the one who served as the caretaker

chief. He was there up to the tinme of the conpletion of the

di sarmament and the paranmount chief |ater went [as

Q What do you nean the paranmount chief |ater went?
A Yes, because the paranount chief at Matotoka was PC
Bai kafari. He was in Freetown. During this tine, he was not

there. So, the people, in January, it was that Pa, that

who was nmade as the caretaker chief. He was there as head for
them He was there up to 2001, when we disarned and the
paranount returned. It was that Fullah that was there as a
chief. But he was a native of Matotoka.

Q And what was it that you said to them when you went

A Vll, | told themthe sane thing, that they should cone

their towns, they should cone and stay in their towns. They

shoul d cone fromthe bushes. Because | said we were not there
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harmthem W were not there to inpose anything they did not

want, or to do anything they did not want. | said, no. |

they were to cone to their town.

Q D d anything happen as a result of you speaking to this

A Yes. It looked like there was a problemthere, because
fromearly January to February, the CDF from Yel e had been
attacking the place frequently, so civilians were not able to
base there. So, the civilians, they went and lived close to
Magbur aka, the village close to Magburaka, because of the
frequent attacks fromthe CDF, sir, at Matotoka.

Q What happened after Makali? Did you go anywhere el se?
A | said, | passed through Matotoka.

Q What happened after Matotoka?
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A Well, after Matotoka -- this was late in the evening, so
Magburaka was -- | made a stopover on the main road and |
continued to Makeni. Magburaka, the town was quiet.

Q D d you speak to anyone in Magburaka?

A No, that was on the followi ng day. Wen | canme from
Makeni, | canme to Magburaka and tal ked to the people. It was
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the very day.
Q Well, since we are in Magburaka, after you returned from

Makeni to Magburaka, did you neet anyone in Magburaka the next

day?
A Yes, | met a few people. That was the next day. | net
few people. | gave themthe sanme nessage, because all the

i n Magburaka were | ocked. They were | ocked. The people, they

ran and went to the surrounding villages, and they canme back

they found their houses the same way they had | eft them

Q Who did you neet in Magburaka the next day?
A During that day, | met one Mistapha, who was a young
who was a mature nan at Mkali -- sorry, Magburaka. Later, he

becane part of the G5, and | met other civilians. But the

that very day, | was not able to see him But I, nyself, |

for the chief, and they told ne the chief was around, but he

not intown. So |l too said that wherever he was, my nessage

to let himcone back. Let himcone to his town and live with

people. And that was what happened. The paranount chief in

Magbur aka, he, hinmself, came back to the town, from January

up to 2001. He had been controlling his chiefdom as a

chief and all civil admnistration in his chiefdom he had

authority over that.
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, | probably think your
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needs a break at this tine. W will take the usual afternoon
break now.
MR JORDASH. Thank you.
[Break taken at 4.30 p.m]
[ Upon resuming at 5.05 p.m]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W'Ill proceed, M Jordash.
MR JORDASH. |I'msorry to say, but | have to apply to go
into closed session.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Right, and that will be for the rest

t he afternoon?
MR JORDASH: Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Menbers of the public, we kindly ask

to retire. This chanber is about to go into cl osed session.
W' Il wel come you tonorrow norning, 9.30 a.m.

JUDGE I TCE: This has cone just at the wong tine for a
vi siting audi ence.

JUDGE BOUTET: Very bad tim ng.

JUDGE I TCE: Bad timng, indeed.



19 JUDGE BOUTET: |'mnot sure for whom but certainly for
t he

17:07:54 20 menbers of the public.

21 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Madam Courtroom O ficer, please take
t he
22 necessary action
23 [At this point in the proceedings, a portion of the
24 transcript, pages 112 to 120, was extracted and seal ed under
17:08: 06 25 separate cover, as the proceeding was heard in a cl osed
sessi on]
26
27
28
29
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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Page 121
17 MAY 2007 OPEN SESSI ON
1 [ open sessi on]
2 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The trial is resuned in open session
and
3 the hearing is adjourned to tonorrow, Friday, 18 May 2007 at
4 9.30 a.m
17:31:15 5 [ Wher eupon the hearing adjourned at 5.30
p.m,

6 to be resuned on Friday, the 18th day of My
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